Syllabus for High School Chorus Classes

2010 - 2011
Mr. Kris Rust, Director

krust@franklinregional.k12.pa.us
327-5456 ext. 5316

Chorus:  Franklin Choir -- grades 9-12; 2 semesters, 5 or 3 days/wk
Advanced Chorus:  Franklin Chorale -- grades 10-12 by audition; 

2 semesters, 5 days/wk

Primary Course objective:  Students will work together to express emotion and ideas through performance of vocal music.

Prerequisites:  There are no prerequisites for Franklin Choir.  Qualifications for entrance are a desire to sing, participate and perform in a musical group.  For Advanced Chorus, students must have had successful ensemble experience and must pass an audition.

Scope of the course-- Skills and Concepts students learn:

Skills

    Teamwork – How to work with others.
     Vocal /  performance technique

· diaphragmatic breathing, breath control, vocal resonance, and diction

· choral blend, balance and intonation  

· effective movement, body language, facial expression 
     Effective performance presentation / decorum 
     Sight singing: Unison - 5 part, a cappella and accompanied.  
     Improvisation / Composition

 Concepts

     Knowledge of the male or female voice and vocal development.

     Music theory fundamentals / terminology

     Understanding music as an expression of the human experience: 


(including music history and cultural context for music)

Repertoire

Students will be exposed to a wide variety of choral literature throughout the year drawn from any or all of the following traditions:  Western art music, music of folk origin, music of non-Western origin, American pop culture, and musical theater.  Music will be selected by the director on the following basis: 

    · appropriate voicing and difficulty

    · appropriateness for performance by FR choruses

    · value as a representative composition of a significant style

    · innate qualities which make it appealing to perform

Students are encouraged to make suggestions of pieces they believe would be good for our choruses to perform.  Often students help choose pieces we work on.

Evaluation/Grading:  Throughout the course of the school year, students will 

be evaluated on any or all of the following:  


*rehearsal participation;


*performance participation


*preparation of music; 


*class work and homework assignments; 


*singing, oral, and written quizzes; 

Attendance policy 

Performances are the culminating activities of classroom instruction.  Sharing music with an audience is a crucial part of the musical learning process.  Attendance at required rehearsals and

performances is mandatory and graded.  

When a performance and/or rehearsal date is announced, the student's parent must notify the choral director in writing within one week of the announcement if the student has a prior commitment.  If it is a school-sponsored activity, a note from the sponsor/coach or the student may be acceptable if presented in a timely manner.  Otherwise, the student will not be excused from the chorus activity.  

The Choral Director works closely with athletic coaches, activity sponsors, and other teachers to allow students—where possible--to participate in multiple activities while giving each activity adequate attention. Students are expected to divide their time equitably between conflicting school activities.  

Each student is responsible for discussing chorus commitments with his or her family in a timely way, and the student's family is responsible for transportation to performances and rehearsals outside of school hours.  Work is not an excusable reason for missing a rehearsal or performance.  In extenuating circumstances such as a death in the family or sudden sickness, please notify the director (via phone or email) of the absence and the reason as soon as is reasonably possible.     

Finally, if a student is not prepared to perform with the chorus at an acceptable level due to absence from after-school and in-class rehearsals, that student will not be allowed to perform on all or part of the concert.

Participation grades

Students earn points by participating in daily rehearsals as well as after school rehearsals and performances.  To receive full credit, students must attend the entire rehearsal or performance and participate in an exemplary fashion.  Points missed due to absences from class and excused absences from after school rehearsals and performances may be made up.  Students should arrange with Mr. Rust to do make up work.  Unexcused absences may not be made up.  Examples of make-up work could include:  review of approved performances or approved recordings;  private lessons in voice or a musical instrument;  participation in school musical, PMEA events, community theater, church music programs, etc.

Classroom procedures

 *Bring to class all the materials you will need: music, pencil, well-rested body and open mind.

 *Check board for list of activities for the day.  This will let you know what you need to do to be ready for rehearsal.

 *Let Mr. Rust know if your health is affecting your ability to participate. If you cannot sing, you should sit quietly in your place and observe rehearsal.  If you are too sick to sing, you are not permitted to use your vocal chords, i.e. no talking!

 *Set up for rehearsal.  Set up chairs, risers, piano, and any other necessary equipment for the day's activities.  

 *Be in place, ready to sing, when the director begins rehearsal.

 *Be attentive and participate throughout rehearsal.  Everyday strive to improve your musicianship, vocal technique, and "life skills."

 *Be respectful of others.

And don't forget . . .

    ·  Be flexible and positive.

    ·  Maintain the appropriate dress code for performances.

    ·  Maintain all department equipment for the continued success of the course. 

    ·  Always get permission and a pass before leaving the room. 

    ·  Obey school rules.

    ·  Refrain from chewing gum, eating, or drinking in the music room.

